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2 Peter 1. 1-2 David Von 
 
1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our 
God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: 2 Grace and peace be yours 
in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 
 
Faith is a gift from God! Peter greets us with some pretty encouraging words letting us 
know that the faith God has given to us is the same exact faith the first disciples 
received. For me it is easy to look back at the original disciples and think “well of course 
they changed the world…of course they performed miracles…of course they were willing 
to die for their faith…” they walked and talked with Jesus. They saw his resurrected 
body. And although I still think it would have been amazing to have lived with Jesus what 
is clearly true in scripture is that the faith in Jesus which was alive on the inside of them is 
the same faith that is alive on the inside of us. As a matter of fact we are told that the 
same power which raised Jesus from the dead is alive on the inside of us.  
 
Peter tells us that this faith, which also brings grace, peace, and so many other things 
into our lives, is abundant and ever increasing. Our faith, grace, peace, etc…continues to 
grow more and more as we grow in our knowledge of Him. I would encourage all of us to 
get to know Jesus. We live in a day and age where everyone thinks they know who Jesus 
is. Most people can quote a scripture and have some reference point for who they 
believe he is but very few actually take the time to get to know him. But for those that do 
they find something they probably never expected. And what they find changes their lives 
forever!! 
 
It is easy to overlook the first couple scriptures of an epistle because it is often the 
greeting and introduction of the author. But as is often the case when we dig a little 
deeper we will see a pretty magnificent truth!! Our faith is the same exact faith as Peter, 
John, Luke, Paul, etc… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday July 8th  



2 Peter 1.3-4 Maggie John 
 
3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him 
who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and 
precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 
 
It is when I am so worn out, like I have done everything I possibly can to glorify God yet 
still feel like I fall short of something, that I need to repent. These two verses go straight 
to the heart and pull out all of the lies of who I am as a Christian. The moment I’m relying 
on my own power to glorify God is the very moment I fail. Verse one starts out by saying, 
His divine power has granted to us all things that lead to life and godliness. On my own 
power I can act like I am godly by doing good things which looks like I have life but God 
tells us that we must have everything provided for us by God’s power alone. John Piper 
says, “The Christian faith is not merely a set of doctrines to be accepted. It is a power to 
be experienced.” When we are living in that power, it is then and only then that we are 
even able to glorify God. The last part of verse three says, through the knowledge of him 
who called us to his glory and excellence. When I am understanding and learning of 
God’s character, it changes me—not just my outward appearance, but it changes my 
heart.  My desire becomes to love the things of God and to walk in the ways of God.  
  
The Christian life is not easy by any means; in fact, it is a battle, a war to be fought for the 
kingdom of God against Satan and his demons. Our hope is in the future when there will 
be no more sin, but God has granted us freedom from sin now. A freedom that we can 
only have through understanding Christ’s work on the cross. Verse four starts out with, 
by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises. What are those 
precious promises God has granted to us? Search the scriptures, read what God has 
done and will do for you and live in those promises with full assurance that what God has 
said is true. The rest of verse four ends with, so that through them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world 
because of sinful desire.  Do you hear that Christian? We can escape the corruption that 
is in the world, it starts in our hearts, our sinful passions and desires that limit us, which 
hold us back from everything good and holy. God has allowed us to be partakers of the 
divine nature! We only have to rely on God’s power to change us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday July 10th  



2 Peter 1.5-8 Dan Henderson 
 
5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 
6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 
7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these 
qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Lists.  Our lives are full of them.  To-do lists, honey-do lists, parts lists, and my least 
favorite—grocery lists.  If I could afford to pay someone to go grocery shopping for me, I 
would do it in a heartbeat. 
 
The Bible has lists as well.  Lists of names, lists of laws, lists of attributes of God, lists of 
vices and virtues, and so on.  It’s easy for us to gloss over lists.  However, lists like the 
one found here in 2 Peter were common literary tools of the day, with a specific intention 
by the author.  The list begins with a foundational term and moves towards a climactic 
end.  Notice the first word in the list (faith), and the last (love).  Faith is the foundation, 
and the goal of faith is love.  God didn’t save us just to save us, but to transform us 
through the knowledge of his Son into loving people.  After all, according to Jesus, the 
greatest commandments are to love God and love others. 
 
The virtues in between faith and love (goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, 
godliness, mutual affection) are good signposts for us to look at if we want to take stock 
of the health of our faith.  Perhaps take a moment and ask yourself, “Is my faith 
producing these qualities in my life?” 
 
If you find yourself feeling as though your faith isn’t producing these qualities, or if you 
feel like your faith is not resulting in love for God and others, know that it doesn’t happen 
automatically.  Nobody is a natural at this, not even the people you look up to in the faith.  
These verses urge us to “make every effort.”  It doesn’t say, make an effort, but make 
every effort.  It’s going to take work, but the work is to reflect upon and focus in on your 
faith.  Why are you a Christian?  What drew you to Jesus?  What amazed you about him?  
What did the Holy Spirit do you in your life afterward? 
 
Do we want to be effective and productive in our knowledge of Christ?  We must be firm 
in our faith, understanding what God has done for us in His Son Jesus.  That through His 
life, death, and resurrection, we are forgiven through the cross, empowered by the Spirit, 
and infused with the hope of resurrection.  Our future is with Jesus and this section is 
meant to motivate us to live as though that future is now. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday July 12th  



2 Peter 1.9-1 1 Anna Rowe 
 
9 But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed 
from their past sins. 10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling 
and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich 
welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
Community.  Fellowship.  Church.  Whatever you want to call it, we need it.  We need to 
be in constant and authentic contact with other believers.  We need to be able to open 
up and be intimate with our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Daily we struggle with our 
flesh and it is easy, especially without community, to dilute yourself into thinking you do 
not struggle, that you do not sin.   
 
As Peter states earlier in chapter 1, the qualities of virtue, knowledge, self-control, 
steadfastness, godliness, brotherly affection, and love reside in us as believers.  If we do 
not see these qualities then we have forgotten what Christ has done for us on the cross.   
As a community, we can remind each other to live for God’s glory and to remember why 
we chose Christ and became His elect. 
 
As a part of a community, we can remind each other of the ransom Christ paid on our 
behalf so that we can be called son or daughter—to fully understand our adoption by 
God.  When our heart understands this sacrifice, then these qualities will be manifested in 
our lives.  With community, we can be uplifted and challenged, as well as refined and 
repentant of our short comings and un-faith.   
 
Peter goes on to call us as believers to be diligent.  It is so easy, especially in our culture, 
to go at life alone, to place ourselves as our own god and seek our own self-satisfaction 
and self-reliance.  If we are in a community where people point out our lack of trust in 
God, then we can turn from our sin and not become "nearsighted,” and we can live our 
lives giving God all the glory.  We will remember what we have been saved from and be 
able to act on this in a grateful spirit.  We will be renewed in this and excited and want to 
share it with others. 
 
Pray that God will give you community and a spirit of being open with your fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ so that He may be made bigger and greater, so that He will 
get all the glory for all that you do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday July 15th  



2 Peter 1. 12-15 Tom Wood 
 
12 So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly established 
in the truth you now have. 13 I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of 
this body, 14 because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to 
me. 15 And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to 
remember these things. 
 
The problem in the church today is not lack of knowledge, but lack of action!  We 
constantly need to be reminded of the truth.  Peter felt it necessary to remind and stir up 
these believers with the rich truths of Christ and the reality of eternal life for those who 
believe.  It sounds like they were grounded in the Truth, but Peter in his wisdom knew 
that it is the reminding and “stirring up” of these truths that call us to ACTION! 
 
Paul says in Hebrews 3:12-14 …” See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a 
sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13 But encourage one 
another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by 
sin’s deceitfulness. 14 We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 
conviction firmly to the very end.”  We need to be in the word and reminding each 
other/stirring each other up daily.  God’s word is Alive!  Peter felt that it would be 
negligent not to remind the believers of the Truths of God’s word.   
 
The bible is our guide book for all aspects of life and we are forgetful! It is time that we 
open it up, see what treasures are inside, and let it guide us.  As we do that, it is pertinent 
that we share it with our family of believers.  It should be constantly flowing in and out of 
our life.  If, as believers, we are humbly listening to God’s Word, the Holy Spirit will teach 
us and feed us. God’s intention is for this to be a perpetual process.  If we are receiving 
from the Holy Spirit, it WILL spill out.  “He who believes in Me [who cleaves to and trusts 
in and relies on Me] as the Scripture has said, From his innermost being shall flow 
[continuously] springs and rivers of living water” (John 7:37). 
 
Let’s remember that Jesus Christ is Alive and His Word is a call to ACTION!  
 
Question: 

What Truths have I been forgetting and/or what Lies have I been believing that has 
hindered me from soaking in God’s word and encouraging/stirring up my Christian 
family with CONFIDENCE?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday July 17th  



2 Peter 1. 1-15  
 
1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our 
God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: 2 Grace and peace be yours 
in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 3 His divine power has given us 
everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and 
goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through 
them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by 
evil desires. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, 
godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess 
these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in 
your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and 
blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins. 10 Therefore, my brothers and 
sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will 
never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 12 So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and 
are firmly established in the truth you now have. 13 I think it is right to refresh your memory as long 
as I live in the tent of this body, 14 because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus 
Christ has made clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will 
always be able to remember these things. 
 

Take time to reflect back on this passage and spend some time writing out some 
personal applications to your life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday July 19th  



2 Peter 1. 16-18 Allie Hubble 
 
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He received honor and glory 
from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, 
whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven 
when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 
 
It is when I am so worn out, like I have done everything I possibly can to glorify God yet 
still feel like I fall short of something, that I need to repent. These two verses go straight 
to the heart and pull out all of the lies of who I am as a Christian. The moment I’m relying 
on my own power to glorify God is the very moment I fail. Verse one starts out by saying, 
His divine power has granted to us all things that lead to life and godliness. On my own 
power I can act like I am godly by doing good things which looks like I have life but God 
tells us that we must have everything provided for us by God’s power alone. John Piper 
says, “The Christian faith is not merely a set of doctrines to be accepted. It is a power to 
be experienced.” When we are living in that power, it is then and only then that we are 
even able to glorify God. The last part of verse three says, through the knowledge of him 
who called us to his glory and excellence. When I am understanding and learning of 
God’s character, it changes me—not just my outward appearance, but it changes my 
heart.  My desire becomes to love the things of God and to walk in the ways of God.  
 
The Christian life is not easy by any means; in fact, it is a battle, a war to be fought for the 
kingdom of God against Satan and his demons. Our hope is in the future when there will 
be no more sin, but God has granted us freedom from sin now. A freedom that we can 
only have through understanding Christ’s work on the cross. Verse four starts out with, 
by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises. What are those 
precious promises God has granted to us? Search the scriptures, read what God has 
done and will do for you and live in those promises with full assurance that what God has 
said is true. The rest of verse four ends with, so that through them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world 
because of sinful desire.  Do you hear that Christian? We can escape the corruption that 
is in the world, it starts in our hearts, our sinful passions and desires that limit us, which 
hold us back from everything good and holy. God has allowed us to be partakers of the 
divine nature! We only have to rely on God’s power to change us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday July 28th  



2 Peter 1. 19-21 Anna Debenidictis 
 
19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay 
attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 
your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but 
prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Today, we hear of many people questioning the legitimacy of Scripture, claiming it is a 
distorted and out-of-date.  This is bound to make any Bible-believing Christian question it 
at least once.  But, in this passage, Peter affirms to his readers the weight of the 
prophetic word of Scripture of the Old Testament and the teachings and writings of the 
apostles.  He says in verse 19 that having this Scripture is greater than even the 
spectacular experience of witnessing Jesus’ transfiguration.   
In verse 20, he argues that the prophetic testimony in scripture comes altogether from 
God, including not only visions but also words used to describe and interpret them. 
The Holy Spirit is the source of prophecy, enabling the authors of Scripture to speak and 
write as God’s representatives.  
Peter knew that Scripture would be challenged until the Second Coming of Christ  and 
encourages fellow Christians to not let up, as if waiting for the sure morning dawn.  
As Christians, we are called to hold this prophetic Word of Scripture up as absolute, 
knowing that we will be challenged in this belief.  Praise God we are given the Holy Spirit 
as believers to encourage our hearts and make known to us this truth.  
Be encouraged today that “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness”.    

• What role should Scripture hold in your life when making decisions, giving advice, 
and learning about Christ?  

• What other sources of “wisdom” do you search out first?  How do those compare 
to the “prophetic word” of scripture? 

• What would your life look like if you truly believed the Holy Spirit enabled the 
authors of scripture to act God’s representatives when writing it?  What would 
your life look like if you didn’t? 

 
Thank God today that we are given access to God-breathed scripture! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday July 31st  



2 Peter 1. 16-21  
 
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He received honor and glory 
from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, 
whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven 
when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 19 We also have the prophetic message as 
something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must 
understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 
21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God 
as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 

Take time to reflect back on this passage and spend some time writing out some 
personal applications to your life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday August 2nd  



2 Peter 2. 1-3 Adam Posenjack 
 
1But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among 
you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought 
them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their depraved conduct and will 
bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated 
stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been 
sleeping. 
 
It is easy when talking about false prophets to think of cults.  It's easy to look at other 
religions, and the false teachings of those religions, but here Peter is warning us about 
false teachers being among us.  
It’s important to understand that Peter is not saying there “may be” false teachers but 
that there “will be” false teachers among you.  He states it as a fact not a possibility.  We 
are also warned about them coming in secret.  False teachers will not announce their 
falsehood, but rather hide it.  They will bring in destructive heresies with the way they act, 
talk, and pretend to be something they are not.  The false teachers will do this in order to 
fulfill their own covetousness and the covetousness of those who follow them.  Since the 
false teachers will look, act, and sound like they are true believers, Peter tells us that 
many will follow their ways. 
 
As Christians—“true Christ followers”—we need to take warnings in the Bible very 
seriously.  If we understand that there are false teachers among us, then we can take 
steps to steer clear or even face them for what they are.  If we dismiss this warning, we 
put ourselves at risk of following a false teacher.   
The modern day Mormon Church calls themselves Christians and has even attached to 
their book of Mormon a copy of the King James Bible.  Most people when thinking about 
a Mormon friend would say, “Ya, so and so are very nice people” but the doctrine they 
teach could not be more contrary to the teachings of Jesus and the Bible.  They look like 
Christians, they act like conservative Christians, and they even call themselves 
Christians, but, when the rubber meets the road, their beliefs could not fall further from 
God.   
 
The reason I bring up Mormons is that they are good at pretending to be a true church.  
In fact, they believe themselves to be the one true church.  Many Christians have fallen 
into that trap because they did not take warnings like this one serious.  We often think 
that if it looks like God and sounds like God, then it must be God.  Yet, Peter is warning 
us here that there are people out to deceive us and we need to be ready and careful. 
The Mormon Church is an easy example of false teaching if you are willing to research 
their true beliefs, but there are more subtle false teachers.   
 
How can we tell if a teacher is a man of god or a false teacher? 
How can we keep ourselves from being entrapped by a false teacher? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday August 5th  



2 Peter 2.4-10a Gabriel Sedberry 
 
4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell putting them in chains of 
darkness to be held for judgment; 5 if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood 
on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; 6 if he 
condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an 
example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who 
was distressed by the depraved conduct of the lawless 8 (for that righteous man, living among them 
day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)— 9 if this 
is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the unrighteous for 
punishment on the day of judgment. 10 This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire 
of the flesh and despise authority. 
 
The previous section speaks of destructive false teachers, the people that will follow 
them, and the damage they do to “the way of truth” (2 Pet. 2.1-3, NRSV).  In the current 
section, Peter is likening the false teachers to groups from Israel's history that have faced 
punishment from God.  Peter is affirming that, similar to those who have been judged 
before, such leaders will be accountable to God for the damage they inflict.  Using the 
example of Sodom and Gomorrah, Peter goes on to show how God is able to preserve 
his own people, even while bringing punishment to those that work against Him.  Verse 9 
is the climax of this section: “then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trial, and 
to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment." This is a great 
hope to those who have been rescued by God, but this is hopeful only because of the 
actual danger posed by false teachers and the reality of God's judgment.  God rescues 
us from both. Often, our response to the concept of false teaching goes one of two ways: 
either we are lackadaisical about the risks presented by those who would divide us from 
Christ, or, in our opposition to them, we focus a lot of energy on purging the church of 
wrong ideas. To do the first is to not believe the biblical warnings that there are actual 
wolves in sheep's clothing out to do great harm.  The second makes an idol of theology. 
The problem with the latter position might not be apparent.  After all, isn't right teaching 
the answer to the problem of false teaching?  To a large extent, this is true.  The logic 
certainly seems clear, and growing in our knowledge of God is an important aspect of 
Christian discipleship.  However, it happens to be that “knowledge puffs up.”  Paul 
elsewhere cautions us to understand that loving God is a more important matter than 
having all the correct answers (1 Cor 8.1-3).  It is better to begin with loving God than to 
build an intellectual tower of Babel. Just as we are familiar with false teachers, we also 
know of those characters within the church that are so concerned with protecting 
orthodoxy, condemning heretics, and refining their theological positions that they 
somehow miss the substance and subject of our hope and love.  Some of us have been 
in that role ourselves. 
So, we must take the threat of false teachers seriously, but we must not rely on ourselves 
to remedy the problem.  It is God who “knows how to rescue the godly from trial, and to 
keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment.”  In Christ, we will find 
security from the false teachers who would lead us into destruction.  In Christ, we find 
justice for those whom malign “the way of truth.”  And, in Christ, we find a proper, 
humble pursuit of the knowledge of God.  So as it is in all things, here too we must fully 
put our trust in Christ 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday August 6th  



2 Peter 2. 10b-16 Brent Harris 
 
Bold and arrogant, they are not afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings; 11 yet even angels, 
although they are stronger and more powerful, do not heap abuse on such beings when bringing 
judgment on them from the Lord. 12 But these people blaspheme in matters they do not understand. 
They are like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, and 
like animals they too will perish. 13 They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. 
Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their 
pleasures while they feast with you. 14 With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they 
seduce the unstable; they are experts in greed—an accursed brood! 15 They have left the straight 
way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Bezer, who loved the wages of 
wickedness. 16 But he was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey—an animal without speech—
who spoke with a human voice and restrained the prophet’s madness. 
 
False teachers – people who claim, but fail, to teach the truth about God – will always be 
with us. In this and our previous passage, Peter issues a crucial warning about false 
teachers – who they are, what they do, and what will happen to them.  Most importantly, 
however, Peter makes clear how we can spot them and avoid their destructive teaching.  
Peter paints a clear portrait of false teachers, describing them as arrogant, self-seeking, 
sin-soaked and greedy! Yet we would be foolish to believe that false teachers are always 
easy to spot because Peter also writes that they are deceptive and clever. Listening to 
false teachers is dangerous because believing what is false leads to living in error, apart 
from the wonderful life giving ways of our loving Lord.  
Peter tells us that the future for false teachers is bleak – they will be “destroyed” (v.12). 
And Peter adds in verse 13 that false teachers will suffer “…wrong as the wage for their 
wrongdoing.” Another translation says it this way: “Their evil will boomerang on them.” 
We don’t want to be false teachers! 
Neither do we want to listen to them. Fortunately, Peter gives us all-important clues to 
look for that will mark false teachers as the wolves in sheep’s clothing that they are. In 
verse 10, Peter tells us that false teachers are “bold and willful.” Teachers of God’s Word 
should have a confidence about what they teach, but these counterfeits are cocky, so 
much so that they “despise authority,” shunning the safety of being accountable to other 
leaders, preferring self-rule instead. Trustworthy teachers will always have a sense of 
humility about them, realizing that they will be “judged with greater strictness” (James 
3:1), and they’ll seek the input and opinions of other leaders to further ensure the 
accuracy of their teaching.  
Additionally, Peter writes that false teachers are sensual – “They have eyes full of 
adultery,” are “insatiable for sin” and greedy (v. 14). Though their words may sound 
exciting, there is nevertheless a sense of ungodliness about them that is often palpable. 
You can feel it! The Holy Spirit within God’s people gives discernment, and we must learn 
to trust our spiritual “guts” so that the Lord can protect us from false teachers.  
Last and most important, the best way to counteract the poison of false teachers is to be 
inoculated with the truth! Peter writes that false teachers “…entice unsteady souls” (v. 
14). The apostle Paul wrote to the Christians in Ephesus of the importance of being 
mature Christians who aren’t “…tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. 
We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like 
the truth” (Ephesians 4:14 NLT). Nothing better prepares us to spot error than a grasp of 
truth! Spending time in your Bible is the best way to ensure that you can spot the error of 
false teachers and be able to adhere to God’s life giving word! “Jesus said to the people 
who believed in him, you are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings.  
And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31,32). 
Question: What are you currently doing to ensure that what you believe about God is 
true? 

Wednesday August 7th  



2 Peter 2. 17-19 Pat Yerxa 
 
17 These people are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is 
reserved for them. 18 For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires 
of the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. 19 They promise 
them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity—for “people are slaves to whatever has 
mastered them.” 
 
There will be times in our lives and faith where there will be others that will try to mislead 
us from our true calling. They may use fancy words, wear fancy clothes, have fancy 
things, and try to influence us with these possessions. They will put themselves above 
others and they will try to confuse us to follow them.  Not seeing us for our true value, but 
only possessions to boost their own egos. You will need to be careful because they will 
appear to you when you are your most vulnerable. When a cross-road is staring at you in 
the face, they will be the ones telling you to take the wide and flat path. They’ll be trying 
to convince you that what you are doing will be way too difficult and no fun.  They’ll be 
telling you that the ways of the world are the ways of the Kingdom of Heaven.  
That is why we must be mindful of who we surround ourselves with. In addition, we must 
know who we are as individuals and where our faith lies. We must not fall victim to these 
bold promises of freedom because we will not be free if those who are making these 
promises are being controlled by these worldly things themselves.  Through our faith in 
Christ, we will be able to see the true value in this world and the blessings in our lives. 
With Christ, we will be able to have the strength to follow our true calling that the Lord 
has laid out for us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday August 8th  



2 Peter 2.20-22 Joe Debenidictis 
 
20 If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and 
are again entangled in it and are overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the 
beginning. 21 It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than 
to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them. 
22 Of them the proverbs are true: “A dog returns to its vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed returns to 
her wallowing in the mud.” 
 
One of the strongest warnings about false teachers is in the book of 2 Peter. Peter, a man 
about to die, is warning his beloved church about false leaders and how to stay away 
from turning into an apostate disciple. A common theme in 2 Peter is how pride leads to 
idolatry, and idolatry leads to apostasy. In verses 10-19, Peter declares that these false 
teachers were bold in their sin of lust and didn’t even hide it. Peter doesn’t say what they 
taught, but that they were so confident in it they declared themselves greater than 
angels. Their pride leads to blaspheming the Word of God. They knew the truth of the 
gospel, but chose to love something above God. As we are all created to worship 
something, they chose to worship the creation instead of the Creator. Peter teaches that 
where your treasure is, your heart is. If you want to know what you worship, look at your 
time, talent, and money. They worshiped money and sex and proclaimed that these acts 
of sin are okay and will bring freedom. It must have been tricky because at one point in 
time they probably preached the gospel. Their hearts were not changed, and their 
conversion was only superficial. Their idolatry ruled their lives, they proclaimed it as truth 
and the wolves of false teachers led the people of God astray.  
Peter warns the church of false teachers by quoting Proverbs 26:11.  Essentially, he says 
that every time a false teacher preaches, he is vomiting out false doctrine and the people 
who hear it eat that gross vomit and then they vomit that false doctrine out for their kids, 
family, and friends to eat up. When you listen to false teaching, you are taking in 
something very disgusting. These false teachers lead people into pride, idolatry, and 
eventually apostasy, but Peter is saying there is something greater out there.  
But, to understand the gospel, one must understand Peter’s theme of Apostasy. One of 
the greatest examples of apostasy in the Bible is Judas. He walked with Jesus; saw his 
miracles, including walking on water, feeding five thousand people, and raising Lazarus 
from the dead. Judas also loved money. He stole from Jesus and in the end sold Jesus 
for a very small amount of money. Judas weighed out his love for money against Jesus 
and chose that money over God. Apostasy is practiced by those who mentally know the 
gospel but choose to ignore it and live in their own way. That’s why Peter gives the 
example of a pig. You can clean a pig up but it will go back to the mud it came from. It’s 
like a non Christian trying to clean his act up and become religious. They go to church, 
stop swearing, drinking, etc., but their heart doesn’t change and they are still the same 
person. They can try to live a new life but they are still like the pig and will return to the 
mud. Religion is all about cleaning people up through religious works. Jesus is about 
changing people. He is the soap that cleanses all our uncleanliness and gives motivation 
to obey God; not just getting out of the mud but getting to God himself, where we would 
want to be like Him and with Him. God brings amazing change, but Peter’s warning is still 
for the church. 
Apostasy is not that people don’t know the truth, but that they choose to reject it. Peter 
says watch your pride that leads to idolatry which leads to apostasy. You can do this by 
following a few different things. 

- Consider your community; will they lead you to Jesus? 
-  Are you reading scripture and praying that the Holy Spirit will teach you? 
- Are you submitting to authority? Pastors? Missional Community leaders? 

Friday August 9th  



2 Peter 3. 1-7 Tricia McGuffin 
 
1 Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to 
stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy 
prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles. 
3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their 
own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors 
died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5 But they deliberately forget that 
long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed out of water and by 
water. 6 By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same word 
the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of the ungodly. 
 
Key word: Pure/Sincere--- “Pure when examined by sunlight,” “sincere,” Unadulterated 
with no error.  Opposite to having the understanding darkened.  The mind, will, and 
affection, in relation to the outer world, being turned to God (Sun of the Soul), and not 
obscured by fleshly and selfish regards.  ---Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary 
 
Theme: Be true in the face of falsehood waiting his return. 
 
Encouragement of the faithfulness of God: “Remember that the past has proved what 
the future will be and the record of the flood is the guarantee that God is going to move 
as he said he would in the future.  And the world that now exists is kept together by the 
same word as the world that existed before the flood.” Ray Stedman 
Lord, teach me to persevere as I wait for your return.  Help me to stand firm in the truth of 
who you are as my personal Lord and Savior.  Your plan was in the beginning and you 
will see it to the end.   
 
See Heb 9: 23-28  
“And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so 
Christ, having offered once to bear the sins of many will appear a second time, not to 
deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting him” (vv. 27-28) Give me a sense 
of urgency when it comes to presenting the gospel to others.  I desire to remain faithful 
as your power over my sinful life continues to grow me for a future with you.   
 
See Jude 17-25 
“But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy 
Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
that leads to eternal life.” (vv. 20-21)   
Help me be attentive to the direction of the Holy Spirit to use me for your glory so that my 
actions are not “stubble in the fire”. It is only through you I can be strong amongst the 
critics—those scoffers—and those ignorant today because you are where my value as a 
person comes from.     
 
See Philippians 3:12-16 
Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own.  But one thing I do: forgetting 
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. (vv. 13-14) 
 
 
 
 

Monday August 12th  



2 Peter 3.8-10 Tish Wood 
 
8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; 
the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 
 
The only reason I am still here, the only reason you are still here, is that God is not yet 
finished with us.  He is “not willing that any should perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.”  So many times I have longed for the Lord to come back and take me to 
Himself for the sake of my own comfort.  Because I don’t want to love the unlovable.  I 
don’t want to risk being hurt or rejected in the hopes of Jesus reaching them to save 
another soul.  I am so selfish, Lord, help my unbelief!  Our Father’s heart in this passage 
is that ALL should come to repentance, not willing that ANY should perish.   
 
Since these verses tell us He will come “like a thief in the night,” I want to be ready.  I 
want to be looking forward to His coming, yet not ignoring what He has asked me to do 
while I am here.  Have I been obedient (John 14:15)?  Have I done all I can to be a 
witness to my loved ones and those I encounter in my daily life (Acts 1:8)?  Am I spending 
time in fellowship with my Savior so that I may access his divine power and let the Spirit 
reign in me (John 15:4, Matthew 4:4, 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)?  My whole purpose in life 
is to glorify God (Isaiah 43:7)?  The best way that I can do that is to wait on Him (Isaiah 
43:31), to be sold out for Him, and to be His witness.  
 
Lord, when I meet You in heaven, I want You to say to me, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant.”  I want to invest in what You’ve entrusted me with.  I want to live obedient to 
Your Word, because I trust that it’s the absolute best thing for me.  I want to live 
recklessly in regards to my love for You and others.  Lord empower us to do this.  
Empower us with Your Spirit to love, because You first loved us.   
 
God is not slow to fulfill His promise to return, but desires that the lost would be found.  
Are you a part of what God is doing before His return?  In what ways can you invest in 
what God has entrusted you with?  Who in your life do you need to share the Gospel 
with, but haven’t yet because you are afraid to?  Pray that God will give you the Holy 
Spirit’s strength to follow through. 
 
Jesus said in Luke 11:11, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
Him!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday August 13th  



2 Peter 3. 1 1-13 Tom Wood 
 
11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to 
live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will 
bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in 
keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where 
righteousness dwells. 
 
Peter is writing to a group of Christians who were experiencing extreme difficulty and 
suffering during the reign of Nero.  It must have been encouraging for them to hear from 
Peter “we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth.” Under severe 
persecution, they must have clung desperately to that hope, knowing that the suffering 
they were going through would eventually pass and the reward of heaven would be worth 
the pain and persecution.  “Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he 
will reveal to us later.” Romans 8:18 
 
So how do I process this letter from Peter?  How does it apply to me? I am comfortable 
and will not risk death or major persecution for being a Christian. Heaven can feel so far 
away and even be undesirable at times if I am being honest.  I often have more 
excitement and hope for my life here than for heaven.  
How am I living out the idea of “speeding” the coming of Jesus? While this must have 
been natural for these believers to cry out to God “come quickly” “please come quickly,” 
I do not always have that mindset. I am thinking… “God give me some time to finish my 
projects.” “God I need money, I need success.” “Help me feel better.”  I need to be 
rescued from my pride, selfishness, indulgence, and idolatrous heart.  
How good it is to be reminded of what is important. Colossians 3:1 says “set your mind 
on things above and not on things of the earth.”   1 John 2:17 says “love not the world 
neither the things that are in the world, if any one love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him” 
  
My hope is not yet fully rooted in eternal things like the hope of heaven and living with 
Christ. But, that is what I want.  I want to have the same desperate desire for Christ to 
return.  I want to live with the true perspective that my self-serving desires to please 
myself and store up earthly things is more dangerous than the physical temporary 
persecution that the early church was going through! 
I need Christ to come quickly.  I need Him to come quickly and save me from my heart of 
unbelief and my constant reaching for temporary fulfillment. I need Him much more than I 
need to feel good, or be “successful.” It is time I joined with the early church in the cry for 
Jesus to come quickly.  Lord please save us from our sickness.  Please help us.  “And 
the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides 
forever.” 1st John 2:17 
 
Question: Are you looking to the “world” to rescue you from your pain, or are you looking 
to Christ to rescue you from the world? 
 
Action: Read Luke 12:13-21 (The Parable of the Rich Fool) with a friend or family member 
and ask the questions.  Is Heaven our hope?  Is Heaven our Home? Or… Are we building 
bigger barns to make this world our home? 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday August 15th  



2 Peter 3. 14-16 Ashley Harris 
 
14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found 
spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, 
just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the 
same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are 
hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to 
their own destruction. 
 
3.14 – God very often tends to call us to “wait.” See Psalm 27:!4 and 37:9.  What kinds of 
things has God asked you to wait for, and why do you think He’s done this? (Read Hebrews 
10:36-39).  In this verse, Peter tells us to make “every effort” to be found living peaceful and 
pure lives. Interestingly, Peter doesn’t just say “live peaceful and pure lives.” Rather, he says 
“be found living peaceful and pure lives.” Our expression of living a peaceful and pure life 
needs to be something that Jesus and other people can “find” and see! So let’s say that we 
know that Jesus is going to come back tomorrow. It’s all over the news and all over facebook. 
Would he find your life peaceful and pure?  Before we can truly answer that question, we need 
to know what “peaceful” and “pure” lives look like so we can properly assess if we are 
following God’s definition of these terms. After all, he is the one coming “tomorrow” and will 
be the ultimate judge! For example, the world may think that “peaceful” means not killing 
people, but God takes the definition of “peaceful” many steps further in that it also means 
“loving your enemies.” Purity to the world may mean “don’t commit adultery,” but God takes 
purity further in that if we even look at another person lustfully, we’ve committed adultery in 
our hearts! Knowing God and his Word intimately becomes absolutely essential to know His 
definition of these terms and how they are to be found and seen in our lives.  What kind of 
practical “efforts” can you make to better follow God’s instructions to live peacefully in your 
life? List some examples. 
3.15 In the first part of verse 15, we see how amazingly patient and merciful our Lord is that He 
would give us time to be saved! Can you think of someone who you’ve tried to bring to Christ, 
but they still haven’t made the decision? How does reading the above verse make you feel?  
Knowing this, it becomes essential to remember that no one knows the day or the hour that 
the Lord will come back as he promised he would. Therefore, we must not misunderstand the 
grace given to us as Jesus died for us by living as if we can “clean ourselves up later” or 
“come to Jesus when I’m good and ready.” The time is now! There is no better time to come 
to Jesus and there is no depth of sin that he cannot wash clean. As we draw closer to Christ, 
he will fill our emptiness with himself.  
3.16 It is always a great reminder that if we do not develop our own strong relationships with 
Christ and lean on other imperfect people instead, we may find ourselves believing in “twisted” 
and “unstable” information. As we’ve just discussed, the world and God have very different 
definitions of what purity and peace look like and how we should live our lives. So we know we 
can’t follow the world’s leading. Got it. Check.  But! What about people who are saved? What 
about following them? God saves us and appoints some of us to lead as pastors, teachers, 
etc. Though God will use these Christian leaders, we need to remember that they themselves 
are also sinners and imperfect.  For example: David is a great leader and pastor of our church. 
But David isn’t perfect (shocking, I know!)! He is a sinner just like you and me. Not that he 
would do this, but what if he started preaching that we should persecute non-believers in 
order to “bring them to Christ?” If we do not have a firm understanding of God’s Word and a 
relationship with Christ, we may easily believe false information. We need to supplement our 
learning and growth in our relationship with Christ by developing our own individual 
relationships with Christ  
In a nutshell, while waiting on Christ, live peaceful and pure lives and let that be evident! 
Remember that God is patient in saving us and non-believers, so we therefore ought to be 
patient with others, but also know that the best time to come to Christ is now! It is essential to 
have our own individual relationship with the Lord through getting to know Him, His Word, and 
His people so that we can know when we are being deceived or given misinformation.  

Monday August 19th  



2 Peter 3. 17-18 Jake Phillips 
 
17 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not 
be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure position. 18 But grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! 
Amen. 
 
The devil will use our friends, family, & coworkers to deceitfully pull us away from our 
relationship with our Savior Christ Jesus. Satan won’t make it obvious. Instead, he will 
gently use others to help us justify our favorite sins. Be wary of those who do not desire 
to live in a relationship with our Savior. Too many times, we find ourselves in 
compromising positions, easily swayed and led astray by the ways of the world. When 
our foundation in our relationship with Jesus is not steadfast and built upon rock, the 
easier it is to fall into these traps.  2 Peter 3:17 tells us to be “on guard” and aware of 
lawless men. Awareness is half of the battle. In verse 18, Scripture tells us to grow in 
God’s grace; live in it, breathe in it, embrace and enjoy it!  So how do we grow in God’s 
love and accept His transformative grace? We grow in grace by learning more of what 
God wants, being able to do more of what God wants, and most importantly, living in 
more of the love of God. By having an active relationship with Jesus, we are transformed 
from the inside out. No matter where we are in our spiritual walk with our Savior, sin will 
always challenge us. But if we grow in the Lord and openly accept the grace He has 
abundantly given us, we will be transformed to stand firm in any and all circumstances. 
In what ways will you give God glory for the transformative grace he freely gives us? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday August 21st 


